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The TechEthos Project 

Short project summary  

TechEthos is an EU-funded project that deals with the ethics of the new and emerging technologies 
anticipated to have high socio-economic impact. The project involves ten scientific partners and six 
science engagement organisations and runs from January 2021 to the end of 2023. 

TechEthos aims to facilitate “ethics by design”, namely, to bring ethical and societal values into the 
design and development of new and emerging technologies from the very beginning of the process. 
The project will produce operational ethics guidelines for three to four technologies for users such as 
researchers, research ethics committees and policy makers. To reconcile the needs of research and 
innovation and the concerns of society, the project will explore the awareness, acceptance and 
aspirations of academia, industry and the general public alike and reflect them in the guidelines. 

TechEthos receives funding from the EU H2020 research and innovation programme under Grant 
Agreement No 101006249. This deliverable and its contents reflect only the authors' view. The 
Research Executive Agency and the European Commission are not responsible for any use that may be 
made of the information contained herein.  
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Executive Summary 
TechEthos aims to shine a spotlight on ethics within the sphere of technology innovation. In particular, 
it targets new and emerging technologies which raise complex ethical issues and are expected to have 
significant impacts on the economy and society within a five-to-ten-year horizon. With outputs and 
activities aimed at audiences from academia, industry and the general public alike, it needed a 
professional yet friendly look.  

This deliverable presents a cornerstone of Work Package 7’s (WP7): Dissemination, exploitation and 
communication. It highlights the processes put in place under in Task 7.2: Implement communication 
and dissemination activities at the inception of the project to build a series of communication and 
dissemination tools that would come to provide the project with a strong brand identity both in print 
and online. This includes:  

o The project’s visual identity, composed of the project’s logo, typography, colour palette 
and branding guidelines; 

o The project website, the main window of the project for external audiences and a 
central place where the main outcomes of the project will be displayed; 

o Two social media accounts, LinkedIn and Twitter, set up to act as a real time narrator of 
the project; and  

o Marketing materials, for print and online use, to help with the communication and 
dissemination of the project.  

While led primarily by partner Ecsite – The European Network of Science Engagement Organisations, 
the work described in this Deliverable benefitted from the close collaboration of the Project 
Coordinator (PC) AIT Austrian Institute of Technology (AIT) and WP7 lead Trilateral Research (TRI), as 
well as inputs from all partners in a participatory process. The work with the graphic design providers 
included many iterations to accommodate the preferences that emerged among partners. 

Finally, as the TechEthos project’s work advances, so will its communication and dissemination needs 
evolve, and WP7 will further build upon and grow these tools, starting with the strong basis described 
in this deliverable. In a first instance, once the three to four technologies or families of technologies 
that the project will focus on are known, the website will expand with new sections to reflect new 
information, and a project one-page flyer will be developed.  
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1. Introduction  

In January 2021, TechEthos kicked off an ambitious three-year timeframe with the clear objective to 
facilitate “ethics by design”, namely, to bring ethical and societal values into the design and 
development of new and emerging technologies from conception to implementation. With outputs 
and activities aimed at research and innovation in both academia and industry settings, research ethics 
bodies, policy makers and the general public alike, it needed a professional yet friendly look, appealing 
to this wide range of audiences.  

This deliverable presents a cornerstone of Work Package 7’s (WP7): Dissemination, exploitation and 
communication highlighting the processes put in place under in Task 7.2: Implement communication 
and dissemination activities at the inception of the project to build a series of communication and 
dissemination tools that would come to provide the project with a strong brand identity, both in print 
and online. 

While Deliverable 7.1 (D7.1) is listed in the DoA as taking the form of ‘websites, patents, fillings’, this 
deliverable in the form of a report was produced additionally to act as a repository outlining these 
outputs, the processes taken to produce them, and the next steps Ecsite will take to complement and 
add to the promotional materials already made so far, responding to the evolving needs of the 
project.  

The document begins by outlining the process and rationale for the selection of the design services 
provider in Section 2. Sections 3, 4, 5 and 6 present the process and final outputs for four types of 
materials respectively: the visual identity, the project website, social media accounts, and marketing 
materials. 

2. Selection of provider 

Ecsite kicked of this process namely by first interacting with the consortium during the first WP7 
meeting held online on 9 February 2021. Ecsite, with the support of TRI, coordinated an online activity 
for partners to provide key messages they think should be communicated to target stakeholders and 
information on website features partners liked or disliked.  

This kind of information and feedback was invaluable and acted as the backbone to the Open Call for 
Tenders that Ecsite published on 15 February, following its internal procurement procedures. All 
partners were encouraged to share this Open Call within their network and pass on the call to any past 
providers with whom they had had a positive working experience. 

The call outlined key information on the budget (€15,000), timing (deadline of 8 March 2021), and 
needs of the project:  

o A complete graphic identity pack – logos, fonts, styles guidelines, PowerPoint presentation 
template, Word template, an e-newsletter template, project factsheet, and social media 
templates; and 

o A fully designed website using CMS WordPress or another website building platform.  
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A total of 12 providers applied to the call. In collaboration with TRI as WP7 lead and AIT as project 
coordinator, Ecsite chose its contractor as Xurris&CO S.C.P., represented by Carla Ariza and Mar 
Porgimon (Roger de Lluria 130, 3º 4º, 08037. Barcelona, Spain). 

3. Visual identity 

3.1 Process 

In the early stages of collaboration with Xurris & Co, several meetings took place to provide them with 
the key information to work with in producing TechEthos’ visual identity, such as the project goals, 
core values and themes; the origins of the TechEthos project title; target groups; and examples of past 
identities that were appealing to project partners.  

The process of defining a logo included two rounds of proposals, based on partner feedback during a 
WP7 meeting (22 March 2021) and results from a consortium-wide survey (31 March-5 April 2021). The 
decision was taken with the project coordinator AIT and TRI (6 April 2021). Further iterations included 
the refinement of the shades of blue and red, to arrive at the elements described in Section 3.2. 

3.2 Final logo and typography 

The final logo can be seen in Figure 1.  

 

 

Figure 1 The TechEthos final logo design in original, grayscale, with colour palette and design 
elements 
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Logo. The idea behind it is to remove the dichotomy often seen in the research and innovation 
community between technology and ethics and create a look that joins these two concepts together 
using the triple-line icon. This versatile symbol has two strong connections: the sign in Mathematics to 
denote “if and only if” (i.e. meaning technology should be possible if and only if there is ethics) and the 
digital world, as it resembles the ‘hamburger’ navigation icon (i.e. TechEthos’ role in navigating the 
ethical challenges of emerging technologies). This provides a strong message to the field TechEthos is 
working in, allowing TechEthos to be not only recognisable but also focussed in the direction the 
project will be moving towards.  

Font. The font “Ubuntu” was selected as the typeface due to its simplicity and strong, distinguished 
look, allowing us to easily create hierarchy in text and documents. 

Design elements. Moreover, several star and circle icons and bars icons were developed to add an 
extra touch to document templates and the web design. 

Colours. A strong preference had emerged among partners on the use of blue, considering the 
professional audiences of the project. The fuchsia softens the intensity of the blue, adding a touch of 
originality.  

Tagline. ‘Future. Technology. Ethics.’ had gathered unanimity among partners since the proposal 
stage as a strong statement of the key elements behind TechEthos.  

Overall, the clean, professional feel of the logo and font has professional audiences in mind, while the 
quirky E symbol and design symbols add versatility for social media and web design. 

4. Website 

4.1 Process 

Ecsite secured the domain www.techethos.eu in the early stages of the project from 
www.domain.com, and this is now hosted on Ecsite’s server.  

In line with plans to have the website live at M3 (March 20121), but given the iterations necessary to 
develop a visual identity that suited the project, www.techethos.eu was brought online with key 
information about the project on 19 April 2021. Visitors were also invited to subscribe to our 
newsletter. The page was later updated to feature a project presentation for those looking for more 
information.  

Partners gave feedback on their organisation’s profile and contact details, the presentation of project 
activities and contribution to the project’s ‘Glossary of Terms’ (9-19 April 2021), and the overall look 
and feel, design elements that organise the space and text and visual content across the website’s 
main sections (18-20 May 2021). All other design decisions were taken in collaboration with WP7 lead 
TRI and the project coordinator AIT. The website with its full web functionalities went live on 11 June 
2021 and was debugged and finalised by the end of June 2021. 

‘There are even some little details that prove that it’s not just “another 
Wordpress” website. […] The design choice is very consistently and logically 

used over the website.’  

Communication Officer of partner organisation commenting on the overall design 

http://www.techethos.eu/
http://www.domain.com/
http://www.techethos.eu/
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4.2 Homepage design  

A series of initial plans was prepared by Ecsite for Xurris & Co, outlining our desires and structure for 
the website. The final design was chosen for its strong visual character and uncluttered feel. A grid 
composition that enhances usability in terms of dividing different pieces of content within blocks, 
whilst also incorporating key functionalities for each section is at the heart of the homepage (Figure 
2). 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

  

  

  

Figure 2 TechEthos homepage outlining grid separation 

4.3 Sitemap 

The website has been organised into six key sections that allow the users to easily navigate between 
their content of interest (see Table 2). 

Table 2 Sitemap and content of TechEthos website 

Navigation header Sub-page Purpose 

About Project 
Introducing the project: the challenge it addresses, the 
project vision and approach, and the funding source.   

Header with logo, and a series of 
banner images and taglines to 
capture the main ideas behind the 
project.  

Project website filtering system  

Quick actions buttons to take users 
to key project information  

Latest from us, including 
news/events in a tile format 

Let’s keep in touch’ block 

Website menu breakdown 

EU disclaimer 

https://www.techethos.eu/project/
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Navigation header Sub-page Purpose 

Partners  
Introducing all partners involved, including main contact 
point.  

Board 
Introducing the Advisory and Impact Board and their role. 
Board members will be featured.  

Synergies 
Highlighting the projects TechEthos will work closely 
with. 

Activities - 

Providing information on the TechEthos timeline, what 
the project is working on currently, and what the project 
will work on in the future. In the future, specific activities 
could have dedicated sub-pages nested under this header 
e.g. societal engagement activities, final conference. 

Technology corner - 

Proving an overview of the new and emerging 
technologies the project is working on. Subpages 
dedicated to each technology or technology family have 
been designed and will feature here, giving the user 
specific information on ethical implications, guidelines, 
recommendations and reports. 

Resources - 
Serving as a repository of downloadable project materials: 
deliverables, reports, case studies (all in PDF format). 

News and Media 

News & Events 
Featuring news articles and events organised by or 
involving contributions from TechEthos and its partners. 

Media 
Providing media and journalists access to content for 
communication purposes e.g. press releases, images and 
media contact information. 

Contact - Contact information for the project. 

4.4 Features 

As mentioned the website has been built around a block design to increase legibility of the website’s 
contents. A number of features enhance the user experience and make it stand out within the EU-
project space. A selection of these are provided in Figure 7.  

https://www.techethos.eu/partners/
https://www.techethos.eu/adim/
https://www.techethos.eu/synergies/
https://www.techethos.eu/activities-scan/
https://www.techethos.eu/technology-corner/
https://www.techethos.eu/resources/
https://www.techethos.eu/news-events/
https://www.techethos.eu/media-corner/
https://www.techethos.eu/contact/
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Accordion design 

 

 

 

Project wide filtering system 

 

 

 

Colour-coded overview of activities  

 

 

 

Glossary of Terms 

 

 

 

Figure 3 A selection of website features 

An accordion design has been 
used throughout the website 
where pages are at risk of being 
text heavy. The accordion feature 
allows users to close large 
sections of text when the sections 
are no longer needed. It also 
provides instant structure. The 
example featured is from the 
‘About -> Partners’ page.    

A filtering system is used on the 
home and the ‘Resources’ pages, 
to provide a tailored experience 
for users when accessing the 
website. Visitors can filter based 
on two characteristics: type of 
content (e.g. “interview”, “report”) 
and topic (e.g. “ethical issues”, 
specific technologies. This allows 
users who might have an interest 
only in a specific technology to 
find that content directly. 

A colour coding system has been 
utilised for the Activities page 
allowing users to quickly become 
aware of what has already 
happened in the project, what is 
currently being worked on and 
what is still to come.      

Visitors will encounter definitions 
of key terms related to the project 
on the website pages and a full 
Glossary of Terms. 
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4.5 Privacy and accessibility  

Privacy Policy. The notice indicates the purposes, requirements and restrictions in the processing of 
personal data of users who submit information to the TechEthos project and presents our 
commitments to user privacy and data protection. 

Cookie Policy. Based on existing practice, including the websites of the European Commission, the 
website offers visitors three options: ‘Accept all cookies, Accept selected cookies, Accept only 
essential cookies’. Moreover, our cookie policy explains how cookies work, the cookies that are being 
used on the project website and how the user can customise cookies further from their own browser. 

Accessibility.  

The website provides alternative text for all images and linked images, ensures all text is aligned left 
for improved readability for individuals with visual impairment and lays out the right hierarchies for 
headings and navigation features for smooth navigation. 

All website content is available under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
License allowing any user to share (i.e., copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format) or 
adapt (remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially, under the 
following terms:  the user must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if 
changes were made. A user may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the 
licensor endorses the user or their use; and may not apply legal terms or technological measures that 
legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. 

5. Promotional materials 

5.1 Process 

A series of other promotional materials applying the visual identity presented in Section 3 were 
designed by Xurris & Co.: the project’s Word and PowerPoint template, e-newsletter template and 
social media templates. Section 5.2 presents, one by one, our initial requirements for these materials 
and the final products delivered. All the materials referred to in this section have been communicated 
to partners via email and are available to be consulted and downloaded on the project’s shared drive. 

During the development, feedback on these materials was obtained from the project coordinator AIT 
and the WP7 lead TRI. 

5.2 Materials produced 

5.2.1 Word template 

An editable deliverable template (in .dotx file format) was prepared, keeping in mind the specific 
needs of EU-funded project deliverables (e.g. EU flag, funding and responsibility disclaimers). The main 
components and design elements are presented in Table 3. Furthermore, this was further simplified 
for internal use into a ‘general document’ template. Moreover, a guidance document on how to use 
the Word template was developed together with AIT and TRI in the process of Quality Assurance (see 
Annex 2). 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Visual identity, project website …                                   

 

 

 
 
This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research 
 and innovation programme under grant agreement No.101006249. 
  

        

14 

D7.1 

Table 3 Main components and design elements of the TechEthos Deliverable Template 

Cover page 
List of Tables and List of 
Figures, Definitions and 
abbreviations, etc. 

Short project summary 

   

Partners can choose between a 
cover page with or without a 
cover photo, as best fits their 
purpose. 

A set of pre-defined sections 
helps partners input the official 
and technical details (e.g. 
dissemination level) of their 
deliverable as well as aspects such 
as keywords and the preferred 
citation. 

Pre-defined text describing the 
project. The page also features all 
the partner logos. 

Sections Back cover Colour theme 

  

 



Visual identity, project website …                                   

 

 

 
 
This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research 
 and innovation programme under grant agreement No.101006249. 
  

        

15 

D7.1 

All deliverables are expected to 
feature: Executive Summary, 
Introduction, Conclusion and 
Future outlook, References, 
Annexes.  

Further sections from 2. onwards 
by using the heading style 
‘Heading 1’. Further hierarchies 
inside each section using the 
styles ‘Heading 2’ and ‘Heading 3’ 

An attractive back cover featuring 
the project logo, project partner 
logos and social media handles. 

A number of pre-defined colours 
saved as a colour theme allows 
partners to generate and 
customise their SmartArt and 
other design elements in line with 
the visual identity of the project. 

5.2.2 PowerPoint template 

An editable presentation template (in .potx file format) was prepared, keeping in mind the specific 
needs of the project. The main slide designs elements are presented in Table 4. Moreover, a number of 
pre-defined colours saved as a colour theme allows partners to generate and customise their SmartArt 
and other design elements in line with the visual identity of the project. This and other possible 
questions are taken up in a guidance document, developed with feedback from TRI (see Annex 3). 
Finally, the designers provided two explanatory videos on how to insert and adjust an image, and how 
to edit the back cover of the slides. 

Table 4 Examples of slide designs available in the PowerPoint template 

Visual Description 

 

Front cover 

 

Title pages. Four options are available: displaying 
the full 16 logos or only the main 10 partner logos 
(the full logos, which include Linked Third Parties, 
should be used when they have been involved in 
the Work Package or Task that is the subject of the 
presentation or when the presentation refers to 
their work); with or without a picture, according to 
partners’ needs. 
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Visual Description 

 

Main template slides.  

Partners can choose to focus on content or on 
images, with 10 different slide designs available. 

 

Timelines slide to highlight a process or an action 
plan.  

 

Table slide. 

 

Team slide where partners can highlight project 
team members. 
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Visual Description 

 

Back cover. 

5.2.3 Newsletter template 

The needs identified for the newsletter campaign template were: a main banner section including 
TechEthos logo, vertical and horizontal sections for articles, a panel for a quote, share buttons for 
social media, and dedicated sections where partners’ logos and the EU flag, and the funding and 
responsibility disclaimer could be featured (see Table 5). The newsletter design was created directly in 
the emailing platform chosen for the project needs, Moosend (www.moosend.com). 

Table 5 Overview of the TechEthos newsletter sections 

Visual Description 

 

Top banner featuring the project logo 

 

Welcome section 

http://www.moosend.com/
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Visual Description 

 

Main article, horizontal layout 

 

Secondary articles, vertical layout 

 

Resources, horizontal layout 
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Visual Description 

 

Resources, vertical layout  

 

Quote  

 

Contact and social media  

 

Partner logos 

 
EU flag, funding and responsibility disclaimer 

 

Final section 
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5.2.4 Social media templates 

The project needed editable social media templates that could allow us to achieve a coherent visual 
look on the project’s Twitter and LinkedIn accounts, accommodating for the use of both pictures and 
text. Exceeding our initial expectations, Xurris & Co. proposed four iterations of the editable social 
media template, suitable for different purposes:  

o Event post – This template is suitable for social media posts highlighting an upcoming 
event. It utilizes the colours of TechEthos as filters overlaying project images, creating 
a strong visual identity (see Figure 4). 

  

  

Figure 4 Social media template for event posts 

o Statement post – This design highlights a statement to capture attention (see Figure 
5) 

  

  

Figure 5 Social media template for statements 
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o Quote post – post template highlighting a quote from a news article/event (see Figure 
6) 

  

 

Figure 6 Social media template for quotes 

o Text post – template to share longer pieces of text using hierarchical headings (see Figure 7) 

  

 

Figure 7 Social media template for longer text 

These templates have already been put into practice both on Twitter and LinkedIn (see Figure 8 for an 
illustration). 



Visual identity, project website …                                   

 

 

 
 
This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research 
 and innovation programme under grant agreement No.101006249. 
  

        

22 

D7.1 

  

Figure 8 Social media templates for quotes and events in use 

6. Social media channels  
The TechEthos Twitter account and LinkedIn company page were set up on 29 March 2021, in line with 
the Milestone of M3 (March 2021). This launch coincided with the visual identity, as social media 
design elements were produced to fit each platform’s design (Figure 9). Notably, the three-line “E” 
icon is used as the profile picture and the logo with the tagline is used as the banner image.  

Ecsite is currently working towards connecting with followers and mapping interesting users, projects 
and companies to contact directly to form relationships. For further details of the social media 
strategy please refer to D7.2 – Communication and Dissemination Plan. 

 

Figure 9 The TechEthos design elements for social media 

https://twitter.com/TechEthosEU
https://www.linkedin.com/company/techethoseu
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7. Conclusions and future outlook 
Over the first six months of the project, a number of key outputs have been developed for TechEthos. 
A strong visual identity (composed of the project’s logo, typography, colour palette and branding 
guidelines) is at the core of TechEthos’ branding look. The project website (www.techethos.eu) acts as 
the main window of the project onto the world, a central place where the main outcomes will be 
displayed and which can grow alongside the project. Two social media accounts have been set up for 
the project, LinkedIn and Twitter, to act as a real time narrator of the project. Finally, a range of 
marketing materials, answering to both print and online needs, will support the communication and 
dissemination of the project. 

Over the next few months further work will be implemented, enriching the materials already 
produced so far. Some of the upcoming next steps in this process are: 

o To add further content to the project website, notably: 

o Technology corner: once the 3-4 technologies have been selected in July 2021, this will 
feed into the technology corner on the website. As more insights into each specific 
technology are produced, each technology will have its dedicated page nested under 
the current ‘Technology Corner’. 

o Advisory and Impact Board: All board member profiles will be featured on the website 
for users to explore further garnering trust between the users and the results of the 
project.  

o Factsheet 

o With the selection of technologies in July 2021, a factsheet that outline the main aims 
and focus of the TechEthos project will be designed. This factsheet will feed into the 
Media section of the website and be used at events in the early stages of the project. 

  

http://www.techethos.eu/
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8. Annexes 

8.1 Annex 1 – Word template guidance document (for partner 
use) 
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8.2 Annex 2 – PowerPoint template guidance document (for 
partner use) 
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